Nurse Licensure Compacts-

Proceed With Caution
N urse License Compacts provide nurses with a multi-state license to practice nursing (National Council of State Boards of Nursing [NCSBNJ, 2001u) . In other words, nurses licensed in states that have enacted the Nurse Licensure Compact ("Compact States") can practice nursing in other Compact States without actually carrying a license in the other Compact States (North Carolina Board of Nursing [NCBONJ, 2(03) , subject to each state's practice laws and regulations (NCSBN, 200lu) . The need for the Nurse Licensure Compact arose because of the changing nature of the health cure system. Nurses are often called on to practice nursing across state lines, and technologies used by nurses may cross state lines (NCSBN, 2002) . In addition. the need for nurses to be available to clients regardless of state lines and the need for uniformity in laws also motivated the need for the Nurse Licensure Compact (NCSBN, 2002) .
WHO'S COVERED?
Initially, in 1998, the Nurse License Compact covered registered nurses (RNs), licensed practical nurses (LPNs), and vocational nurses (VNs) (NCSBN, 2001a 
DISCIPLINE
The Nurse Licensure Compact provides that both the state of residence and the state in which a nurse practices can take disciplinary actions against a nurse holding a multi-state license (NCSBN, 2001b) . In fact, the right of the state of residence to discipline a nurse holding a license from that state is enhanced by the exchange of investigatory information provided by the Nurse Licensure Compact (NCSBN, 2001b ). This exchange of information provides the state of residence with the most current and the most accurate information on which to base any disciplinary decisions (NCSBN,2001b) .
More specifically, both the state of residence and the state in which the nurse practices can address complaints (NCSBN, 2001b) . The Nurse Licensure Compact provides that complaints involving a nurse's practice in the state of residence are addressed in the usual manner by that state (NCSBN, 2001b 
COVERED STATES
Although the numbers are growing, non-Compact States still outnumber Compact States (see Table) .
KNOW WHERE YOU ARE
It is important for nurses to be familiar with which states are Compact States, and even more important to be familiar with which states are non-Compact States. In addition, as the non-Compact States enact the Nurse Licensure Compact, the list changes. Therefore, occupational health nurses should continually monitor which states are enacting the Nurse Licensure Compact and know the specific rules of the Compact States. This will help occupational health nurses have a successful multi-state practice and avoid any violations that could result in disciplinary action.
CONCLUSION
This column is not meant to provide a comprehensive analysis of the Nurse Licensure Compact. It is only meant to provide nurses with a brief synopsis of the Nurse Licensure Compact with the hope that occupational health nurses will inquire further into the specific rules applicable in the current Compact States and in other states as enactment of the Nurse Licensure Compact progresses.
